
Dear Students, 

“As you reflect on the year, I hope that you will recognize some of the gains you have made. 
You have found ingenious solutions for the challenges of social distancing and remote learning. 
Some of you have invented new ways to provide community service at a distance. And, we all 
became acutely present to the injustices in our communities at home and far away. We have 
had to learn new words to talk about the personal pain caused by hatred and we learned to find 
the humility to listen to difficult truths. You certainly have worked together as a student 
community to look after each other and to keep our friends and neighbours whole over very 
trying times. I am grateful to all of you for your voice, your work and unwavering commitment to 
your own success and the success of your friends.”  

Watch the full video message to students from OCDSB Education Director Camille Williams-
Taylor: https://youtu.be/DGe4O2Sdu7Q 

COVID VACCINE 

Vaccine Update: More appointments + new waitlist for last-minute doses 

We remain hopeful that everyone 12 and older can get their first and second shot before 
September. More appointments continue to be available in Ottawa through the Ontario 
website: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/   

Also this week, Ottawa Public Health launched a new COVID-19 vaccine wait-list tool to register 
for last-minute appointments at community clinics. Learn more and sign up here. 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Ottawa Public Health COVID-19 vaccination update e-subscription 
for regular news on the local vaccine roll-out. 

Questions about the COVID vaccine? This website offers helpful information for 
youth: https://kidshealthfirst.ca/  

ADDITIONAL UPDATES 

Remembering Residential School Survivors 

This week, 751 more unmarked graves have been found at a former residential school site in 
Saskatchewan. This grief comes on top of the discovery of 215 lives lost in Kamloops, B.C. last 
month. The ongoing impact of residential schools on individuals and families, and the grief these 
terrible discoveries bring is challenging for everyone, and in particular for Indigenous community 
members. We are committed to ensuring the sad legacy of Canada’s residential schools is not 
forgotten, and to the Calls to Action recommended by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
The National Indian Residential School Crisis Line provides support for former students and 
those affected. Emotional and crisis referral services can be accessed by calling the 24-hour 
national crisis line at 1-866-925-4419.  You can find additional  mental health resources on our 
website. 

Trustees vote to end participation in SRO program 
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On Thursday evening, OCDSB trustees voted to immediately and completely end engagement 
with the Ottawa Police Service School Resource Officer program. You can learn more about this 
motion and our path forward here. 

2021-2022 School Year Calendars 

The 2021-2022 Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendars have been posted to the 
OCDSB website. The first day of school for both elementary and secondary students will be 
Thursday, September 9.  

2021-2022 Elementary School Year Calendar 

2021-2022 Secondary School Year Calendar 

Secondary Report Cards will be sent via email to parents, guardians and eligible 
students next week. To access the report card, enter your Ontario Education Number (OEN), 
including the hyphens (XXX-XXX-XXX). The OEN can be found on your previous report cards. 
Please verify that the school has the correct email. Know more: ocdsb.ca/ReportCards. 

End-of-Year Survey 

We recently asked you to participate in our end-of-year survey. The goal of this survey was 
to  ask about important topics that came up in previous surveys throughout the year and better 
understand what needs to be among our top priorities for next year. Thank-you to those who 
took part! We received 7,023 responses from grade 7-12 students and an additional 7,761 
responses from parents and guardians. We are reviewing your responses and will post the 
results to the survey website by the end of next week.  

BFCN Scholarships 

The Black Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN) will be awarding scholarships for Black 
students pursuing undergraduate studies at Canadian institutions. Click here to learn more and 
access the online applications. Deadline to apply is July 31st. 

Somali Heritage Week 

And finally, next week is Somali Heritage Week, a week that covers several dates of 
significance in the Somali community.  To those celebrating - we see you, we learn from you 
and we recognize the many contributions of the Somali community. Have a wonderful 
celebration.  

Stay safe, have a great summer, and we look forward to seeing many of you back with us in 
September. For those of you who are graduating, congratulations and best wishes in your future 
pursuits. 
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